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Thank you for subscribing to my email list! This free ebook is my welcome gift to you for connecting to the 
world of IndependentActor. 

Auditions often feel like an exercise in futility. Actors complain about the lackluster material they have to work 
with at cold readings, being rushed by readers and feeling intimidated by expressionless casting directors. With 
so much to worry about, its no surprise that most Actors simply shut down their creativity and focus on not 
making mistakes. If you know that’s what most Actors do, that should make you a whole lot braver and better. 
That’s because, in a typical casting session, one with, say, fifty Actors auditioning for a role on a union job - the 
majority of whom have representation - a casting director would be lucky if two or three of those Actors showed 
work that was at least memorable. The overwhelming majority of Actors are not so much talentless as boring, 
ordinary, disconnected, physically dead and focused on delivering quickly memorized lines. Every casting 
session I've ever been a part of has been filled with panic acting that never rose above tediousness and 

mediocrity. You do not want to be one of the many panic Actors out there. You want your 
unique talent and energy to shine at every audition. If you put the ten tips outlined in this 

guidebook into action it will help you knock out your audition competition and have the 
confidence to do great work at casting calls. By avoiding common mistakes and 
taking a savvier approach to the casting process, you’re guaranteed to move ahead 
of the herd of panic Actors. Then all you have to do is let your talent shine!

If your acting is still a work in progress, commit to improving it today. You’ll want to 
use a proven strategy, like my Castable Types® Approach coupled with a reliable, 

easy to use acting method like the Complete Thought Technique, so your unique talent 

Copyright © 2018 IndependentActor Productions, LLC | All Rights Reserved



Ten Tips Guaranteed to Knock Out Your Audition Competition

and energy will always be present in your work, you’ll never fall in to the trap 
of panic acting and casting directors will take notice of all you have to offer.

If you want to find out more about developing your talent, technique, career 
plan of action and audition skills, check out my website and sign up for my 
free webinar, Four Mistakes That Are Killing Your Acting Career and 
What You Should Do Instead. Everything I offer at IndependentActor is 
designed to help you take charge of your acting career creatively and 
professionally. I offer a blueprint for achieving acting goals and navigating the 
realities of the business while cultivating artistic talent and an understanding 
of the industry. An IndependentActor gets results, turning passion into 
profession. With the right technique, savvy insider guidance and a clearer 
understanding of how your talent is viewed by agents and casting directors, 
your acting career can become a reality.

Now, it’s time to get started with my down and dirty list of audition truths and 
tips. Each has the power to knock a few more Actors out of the running for the 
job. Master them all and your auditions will improve exponentially.  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Audition for work you can actually book. It’s a colossal waste of time and 
energy to do anything else. Auditioning for every project, whether or not 
there’s a role that calls for one of your Castable Types® or being repped by an 
agent or manager who repeatedly sends you out for parts that aren’t the right 
fit for your talent, is a surefire way to squander your creative, financial and 
emotional capital. Knowing and leveraging your Castable Types® will help you 
make decisions about what to submit yourself for and communicate the type of 
roles you can book to your agent or manager in a way that makes business 
sense to him or her. You can’t build a resume of increasingly impressive 
credits, develop a reputation as a bankable Actor and grow your career if you 
continually go out for roles you’ll never book in projects that won’t consider 
you at this time. If you’re an Actor who is significantly wrong for the part, 
unavailable or unqualified for the job, you’re wasting your time and your career 
opportunities. Before concerning yourself with any other aspect of auditioning, 
make sure you (or your rep) know that your talent is an appropriate fit for the 
role and that you are available, willing and able to do the job. Stop submitting 
yourself for the part of King Lear when you’re fresh out of college, allowing 
your agent to send you in for the rom-com ingenue when your energy is 
sarcastic and brooding and skip the audition for the year long national tour 
when you know you could never be away from your pets or kids that long. This 
is an Industry 101 lesson far too many Actors ignore out of desperation. 
Submit wisely and your confidence, reputation and bookings will grow. 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Do Performance Level work or stay home. Auditions are not 
acting class and casting associates are not coaches. There are no 
rehearsals at auditions. They are an opportunity for talented, 
confident Actors to give performances by making inspired choices 
based on the training and talent development they’ve already done 
with their coach or in class, using the material given. Actors who 
book jobs give performances at auditions. They embrace the 
opportunity to use their creativity at it’s most polished, professional 
level. They always begin with fully realized prior moments, connect 
to the emotional throughline, personalize the context and give 
nuanced physical life to the material. They take the time to breathe 
and live the life of the character for those few moments it takes to 
audition. Poorly prepared Actors guess, make shallow, non-
creative, inauthentic choices, memorize and recite as they are 
driven by the words. Want to knock out your competition and 
increase your chances of success? Take this tip to heart. For every 
fifty Actors who read for a role, only one or two will show 
Performance Level work. Be one of those Actors and your chances 
of booking the job could be one in two.  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Use your imagination! Some auditions are little more than slating and 
reaction shots. You may not have a chance to say anything on camera. Or 
you may find yourself being asked to answer seemingly random questions 
before, after or in place of reading a script. Some sides consist of just a few 
words or a little improvisation. Commercial copy is often fragmentary and 
non-linear. You have to use your imagination in these situations to fill in 
what is not expressed with words: tasting the food, feeling the relief, 
conveying boredom, pain or joy without indication. You won’t come off as 
foolish if you go with the flow of your well honed imagination and allow your 
talent to connect in a more individual, unscripted way. On the other hand, 
shutting down because you don’t have a script to rely on, or got thrown by 
questions, always makes you look like a rank amateur and can be 
misinterpreted as a negative attitude by casting professionals. Actors 
without imagination or with perceived bad attitudes are never cast for the 
role. If you find yourself in an audition being asked to answer random 
questions know that it isn’t the answers per se that they’re fishing for, but 
the open, imaginative way in which you answer. Your body language and 
natural reactions should reflect the interior world you could bring to the role. 
If you want to rise above the amateurs, always remember that your  
imagination and energy are your unique upsell proposition as an Actor. Use 
them both to separate yourself in the best possible way from the 
competition. 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Stop trying to be perfect. Auditions, like any other part of acting, are not 
about perfection. They’re about energy, connection and relatability. Striving for 
perfection in the least likely of scenarios for achieving it, is more than self 
defeating. It's the surest way to squelch any measure of creativity and 
authenticity you could bring to your work. Rather than raising the quality of 
your acting, it will, instead, flatten it like a pancake. If you could sit on the other 
side of the audition room table you would see all the Actors who are more 
concerned with advertising their intelligence, avoiding mistakes and not 
making any creative choices out of fear of making the “wrong” choice, than 
you could ever believe. If you trip over a few words, become self conscious 
due to nerves or belch in the middle of your read, keep going! Fight through it 
by breathing in deeply and reconnecting on the spot. I promise you, what 
happens next, will be the most interesting, connected and energized moments 
of your audition and may just get you the part. Asking for a do-over, on the 
other hand, is always a bad move. It points out that after all the time you had 
to prepare, you still messed up. In truth, no one ever does any better or all that 
differently on a re-do, so you’re showing bad work twice! If you get thrown by 
nerves, a dry mouth or are asked to make an adjustment that you weren’t 
expecting, adding the pressure of perfectionism to all that you have to do in an 
audition is a recipe for failure. Leave that to the panic Actors and show the 
casting professionals that, unlike most Actors, your talent is flexible and 
fearless.  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Have the same look and energy as your headshot. One of the reasons you 
were called in for an audition is the look and energy exuded in your headshot 
suited the part. Don’t diminish your chances of booking the role by walking into 
the audition room looking and acting like someone else. You’d be surprised 
how much pulling your hair back into a ponytail or having a face full of stubble 
can significantly change your look and the perception of your personality. If the 
warm winning smile or edgy energy projected in your photos were the result of 
a lucky moment captured by the headshot photographer and is not what you 
naturally and regularly relate on camera, you will be a disappointment to your 
auditioner. Its like ordering a fine vintage wine and being served a can of beer. 
There’s a market for both but one was not requested at this time. Casting 
directors know most Actors use headshots that make them look their best but 
they expect that to be an authentic best you can reproduce every time they 
see you. Looking like someone else, having the energy of someone other than 
the person in the headshot is a surefire way to blow an audition and foolish 
Actors do it all the time. False advertising of your Castable Types® serves no 
purpose. It makes casting professionals wary of you. It wastes your time and 
theirs. It’s an amateur move that keeps Actors from moving their careers 
forward. Rise above at least half of the competition by using headshots that 
accurately convey your Castable Types®.
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Ask smart questions before you begin your audition. Make sure you 
know the meaning and correct pronunciation of every word that will come 
out of your mouth. Know the context of what you are saying and to whom 
you are speaking, interacting or reacting. You have a smart phone and 
that has access to dictionaries with audio pronunciation tools, wikipedia 
and more. You can do a quick check on any word or reference with a few 
taps in the waiting room if needed. You can also ask the casting 
associate to clarify any crucial plot point in the sides you find unclear 
before you begin your audition. Casting professionals want you to do 
your best and not waste their time stumbling through a reading when 
there is no need for it. Not asking a basic question when you need the 
answer to do your best comes off as not caring about the script and 
disinterest in the project. This is a red flag in the casting process that will 
diminish your chance of getting to a callback or booking the role. Avoid 
this mistake and you will stay ahead of myriad Actors of both the timid 
and lazy persuasions.
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Don't ask the stupid question and there is only one, truly stupid audition 
question: “How do you want me to do this?”

The sound you don’t hear after asking that question is the silent scream of the 
casting director. It’s your job as the Actor to make choices about how you will 
perform the role and supposedly your passion to put those creative choices 
into action. 

Know with 100% certainty that asking this question is the same as asking for a 
line reading. It is an inexcusable question for any professional Actor to ask and 
yet, I’ve heard it at least once at every audition I’ve ever run. You can ask if 
you should look at the reader or the camera, for clarity on a passage in the 
script or for a moment to take a sip of water but you should never, ever, ever 
ask how you should read the lines. Anyone who does is out of the running and 
the audition competition will be decreased by at least one.
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Stop rushing and start breathing. The number of Actors who dive into 
the lines and speed through the sides at auditions is almost always off 
the charts. It’s one of the most frustrating scenarios to watch from a 
casting point of view. You want every Actor who walks through the door 
to do a great job and put their all into the material. Yet, one Actor after 
another will approach the sides or scene like it’s a race. It isn’t. Never 
begin your audition without taking the time you need to connect to the 
material through a prior moment, personalization or substitution. Always 
take the time to breathe in deeply and expansively so both your voice 
and emotional life are physically supported as you begin. Do not be 
driven by the words on the page. There are moments to lived, feelings to 
be experienced and reactions to be found in between those words. 
Those are the moments where everything unique and authentic about 
your acting finds its way into the script and character. Why would you 
ever want to speed through the most important parts of your audition? 
Nervous, inexperienced and poorly trained Actors make this fatal error all 
the time. By simply taking your time and supporting your work with 
relaxed, connected breathing and the clarity of complete thoughts, you’ll 
find yourself ahead of at least 75% of the competition every time. 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Really want the gig and let it show in an appropriate, authentic way. 
Everyone knows you could use the paycheck and the resume credit but they 
don’t know that the project or role itself interests you. Maybe it actually fires 
your imagination. Perhaps you’ve tried the product in the commercial and think 
its great or have a unique connection to the subject matter of the film. Every 
director wants to have Actors who are fired up about the work on their team. 
There are appropriate, professionally acceptable ways to make your authentic 
excitement known. This won’t be valid for every project you audition for, but, in 
the right situation, it can help your cause. A post-it on your resume that says 
you’ve cycled across the country just like the character in the film or that the 
subject of the biographical play you’re reading for was a family friend, is an 
accepted way to point out your exceptional level of interest in the role. Even in 
cases where you have no special connection, your professional enthusiasm 
goes a long way toward selling your talent over others. Be happy for the 
chance to perform at the audition. Make requested adjustments thoughtfully. 
Smile when you walk in and make your slate. This is a chance to do what 
you’re passionate about so enjoy every moment of it in a way that shows. 
When I invite my acting clients to sit in on my casting sessions they’re always 
shocked by how uptight and miserable the vast majority of Actors seem to be 
when they walk into auditions. Don’t come off like a miserable Actor. No one 
will invite you to join them in their labor of love. 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Keep an audition and performance log. No, this is not 
busywork, it’s one of the most useful tools you can employ to 
increase your chances of booking. Immediately after every 
audition take a few moments to write down what you auditioned 
for and who handled the casting. Make a few notes about the 
choices you made and any adjustments you may have been 
given, if you were asked to improvise, etc. If you booked the role, 
Congratulations! If you didn’t, keep your eye out for the finished 
project. Make notes about how the commercial, film or television 
role was realized in the actual performance. This is not an 
exercise in comparing yourself to other Actors but in learning 
what you recognized and missed in the script and your work at 
the audition plus notes on casting agency style and expectations.  
In most cases, Actors quickly learn they took commercial copy 
too literally, didn’t bring a prior moment to the scene in an 
episodic television series or sped through important moments in 
that indie film. You’ll often realize if you had used more of your 
imagination or allowed yourself to slow down and experience the 
moments without words, you could have nailed it. Very few Actors 
will take the time to do this but the ones who do learn from it so 
fast and powerfully that the dividends it pays are amazing. When 
used consistently by committed Actors, it’s a competition killer! 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This is not an industry for the faint of heart, the intractable or the deludedly 
entitled. Success requires seeing your talent as the industry does, not as you 
wish it to be, and a sustained commitment to your career goals. Did a less 
than stellar audition? Deal with that fact actively. Go home, get busy with your 
coach and bring your work to Performance Level. Auditioning for the 
umpteenth time in a row without a booking? Face reality. Get a handle on your 
Castable Types® then make the needed changes in your acting technique, 
audition skills and marketing materials so you present your talent in a castable 
light. Went in to that reading unprepared and rattled? Shape up! Commit to 
making your acting career a priority and stop blowing your opportunities. Any 
one of these strategies will help you book work in the near future. Falling to 
pieces, going into a prolonged funk, copping a defeatist attitude and half-
assing your way through auditions out of fear of failure, will most assuredly not 
help you at all. Believing that auditions are unfair or make it impossible for you 
to demonstrate your abilities is your cue to change or leave the industry. No 
one is going to gift an acting career to you. You’re going to have to work for it 
and keep working at it once you get your foot in the door. This isn’t a crash 
diet, it’s your career. You won’t make lasting progress with a few short bursts 
of effort. If you’ve been auditioning for a significant amount of time with no 
bookings then you have to be strong enough to admit something isn’t working 
and you need a fresh approach. That takes courage. It may feel like you’re 
starting over but, with professional level training, knowledgeable marketing 
and fearless commitment, you can be in the running in no time. 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Want more help with your acting career? You can have it! 

Check out all I have to offer at http://www.independentactor.com/
Sign up for my free webinar, Four Mistakes That Are Killing Your Acting 
Career and What You Should Do Instead, listen to my Talented But Broke 
podcasts or scroll through my blog. If you’re ready to get serious 
about your acting career you’ll find complete information and pricing for 
Private Coaching (in person or via Skype), Creative Management, 
Voiceovers, Commercial & Print Bootcamps and On-Camera Workshops 
and so much more. Or email me at info@independentactor.com with 
your questions and comments. I’d love to hear from you and learn about 
your acting work, creative endeavors, goals and dreams.
 
Break a leg!

Owner/Artistic Director
IndependentActor
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